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President Ford’s decisiph to curtaiU 
hisv campaign- travels is- crucial to' 
preserving basic stability in : 
American life. If the President, pf the. 
United States had ebpsen to-$Siy;Qi¥ : ' 
the hustings* then ^ bffier;- candidates - 
for his office could do no less. And 
recent events suggest that the result,, 1 
in what should be a. joyous Bicen- 
tennial, could be carnage at or very 
close to the.top of our political life; 

The cause lies partly ; in the .in- 
fectiousness of violence,::.violence7la'j 
contagious' because when one man or 1 ' 

woman acts out his or her violent 
impulses,, .the. inner harriers’’ which' 
others have built against acting on 
similar impulses of their own, are. , 
threatened and sometimes crumble, • 

The problem of ensuringvour;-- 
leaders’ safety will not be solved : 
simply by requiring that' they cam- 
paign less among the people, although ; 
this is an essential first step. Effec- 
? : ■ - 
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tive gun control, not gniy for ha n- 1 
dguns but for rifles, is a must. Had 
there been such legislation i behove 
that.; . several -, of -. .our-' recent 
assassinationsjA. and near- 
assassinations might not have taken 
place. The explanation lies ip the 
emotional makeup of the assassin, 
who is frequently in profound inner 
conflict over the- apt he-, is about to 
commit. Because-of this conflict the 
assassin may; be ready and even 
eager to be deflected from his goal. 

The assassin I’ know most about i§ ; 
Lee Harvey Oswald,: because l am 
writing a book about him and his ; wife 
Marina. Despite the emotional factors 
which were impelling him to kill-JeRn 
F. Kennedy— and there were such 
factors— f .Oswald ■ was deeply • in' 
conflict.- Part of him wanted to be - 
dragged back from the precipice, was 
begging to be dragged hack, in fact. 
Thus, had any obstacle been placed in 



Oswald s path, no matter how slight, 
he might very, well not have gone 
through with it. 

V -• One 'J'PstgcJe. that could have 
deterred Oswald was the smallest 
difficulty, or even -embarrassment,’-' 
buying firearms. Had he been unable ■ 
to order lethal weapons by mail, as he 
was abje to do, then it is quite possible ! 
that this particular individual wpuld 
never have come into possession of 
the high powered rifle with which he 
r killed President Kennedy. - ; 

Under legislation whigh has been ip 
‘. effect .since 196S,. Oswald could not 
have bought either, his revolver br his . 
-.rifle. by mail, But it still is a simple 
matter to buy firearms in the United 
States. 

C ,® ?waId !? hy no’ means -the' Inly • 
kmer, or near-killer; who cbuid.aU too 
..easily have been ’..deterred. Most , 
-readers of Arthur Bremer's^’Diary^ • 
will probably come away with the 
•impression that Bremer wa^racked 
by mdeeision. He stalked President 
*!* 0R all Jhe way to Ottawa, -where 
N'xon was on a state visit, am* had at ; 
,;leajt,two good. Chances' tgifireat him. i 
One Of these Premer.. passed up 
merely because- it- eeeurred fg him 
that, be was.net wearing the right suir 
for television and had better go back 
to- his hotel room and ghange his 
clothes. . ' A-Ari-i.;; » 

• , An< ^ n 9w.we have Sara Jane Moore, 
who begged a Sair Frahciscp police 
official., to take her into custody the 

day-before President Fork’s visit-iest ' 

she;; be. tempted to “test! - the’ 
presidential security system and who 
after -being denied this jpretection 
: AS ain ?f herself, loaded her revolver 
while driving her car at high speed, 
•hoping. against. hope to be -arrested. 
Mrs, Moore appears to be a textbook 
oase of the killer or pearlier who 

doesn t Feally want, er only half- 
wants, to go through with it. 







-Since, it is, becoming apparent that 
' .many /of, our assassins and would-be • 

~ assassins are not the determined, - 
•single-minded individuals we may' 
once have ; supposed them to.be, since • 
; they ' ajjre ge ne ra 1 1 y j n dQU b t about - 
their mission, and since they tend also 
to be paranoid personalities with . 
'•■greater thhn-,.average fear 5 that their 
guilty; sehernfe; is going to be detected 
. in advance, it. may be easier to stop 
. .them, than we, suppose.. Almost any •, 
impediment will do. but by? far the i 
■ best would be gun control laws with 
real teeth m them Is- 

Another argument for gun .control 
>' as against., say,' "'wider "use of 
^-.preventive, detention,, is; that the real. 

. "doer," the man qr : w<?man who is 
sfruiy capable of carrying.a- violent 
scheme into action, is rarely a 1 
, threatener and.rhay be very, .very •' 
hard to detect. . .. :1 , .y . 

.One reason, for killing, after a fl, is . 
inability to express anger in lesser 
ways.- such as writing letters' or in- 
faee-to-faee encounters.' Thus 
Oswald, who longed to be'articblate 
but was not, was fuciqus at FBI agent 
f jJarne§.p. ffosty, who onJ^dv.-Land S;. ‘ 
^■863. ..visited: Mapcha- : ; =Oswald. :to? 
’determine^. whether she -or hem 
husband constituted a security threat 
; because of; their tids*fd , Russia ajtd 
. Oswald's interest in Cuba;/ . ? : ? y 

? ' Jfosty, more perspicacious;"’ ‘ap- . 
parently, than anyone in the FBI who 
dealt With the case prior to the i 
assassination, is the one person, who 
sa w that Qs\va Id warranted looking ■ 

• ipto lt never occurred even to him,. 

; however, and ort the. basis of what he , ! 
knew there was no reason why it 
should have,, that Oswald might be a 
threat to the President's life. I 




"Qsyjcstd i? by n° mcaaf 
the only killer, or near-killer, 
who canid all too-eotily . . 

have been deterred. ” - =• ' . 

, Oswald wrote a letter /to' Hosty 
warning him against. seeing'Marina'. 
again and threatening to 'iblowiip M 
the Dallas police sta.tipo. gtt|§|d he go 
to Host.v direct, Kave’w.ords with him 



dressed., tq Hostjr^t^^^eep®hist 
at the Pallas Office afthe FBI 
Had Oswald been capable of ; the 

eneoontei’.CoFexpFe^inl-Ais outrage 
face to face; it is:.po"ssibie,.;although 
not probable, that hp-thighl have been . 

ac a n. t 



capable of the. encounter and of ex- 
pressing his anger . face to. face, it is 
also possible that-he would? not have 
been the; kind of man vyho needed to 
killthePfesidept: •" • . 

. .. As things Jtand today.? it is the 
person with many channels to display 
his, anger, the activist, the demon- 
strator, the joingrtof causes, the 
writer of- threatening,, letters,? who- i§ j. 
likely to' eafeh the eye 'of local poliee r 
or .the Secret {Service on the eve; of ’a 
presidential visit. . 

ft That, leaves' the quiet, onefttfie 
dangerous one, the gpe withno 'other 
way . to express his anger, at large and 
free to go about his deadly task. 



